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Macmillan released Lost Face, a collection of short stories,
Revolution^ a collection of essays, and Burning Daylight. Lost
Face earned him a deservedly warm press, for "Lost Face,"
" Trust," " That Spot," and " The Passing of Marcus O'Brien"
are successful humorous Alaskan tales, while Flush of Gold
and To Build a Fire are intensely wrought dramatic tales.
Not since Son of the Wolf and God of His Fathers, his first two
volumes of short stories, had he maintained such a high
standard of excellence. Revolution, a heterogeneous and
uneven collection of essays, was received apathetically, but
Burning Daylight received the exciting reception every one
had anticipated.

By a combination of force, driving power, concentration,
and sheer talent he had accomplished what only giants can
accomplish: in less than a year he had catapulted himself
from the frightening abyss of death and destruction to the
greatest heights ever enjoyed by an American author.

In June of 1911, heartily sick of living in makeshift
accommodations at Wake Robin, and seeing that the Wolf
House would not be completed for at least another two years,
he made a move that brought him the happiest and richest
years of his life: he bought the ten acres in the middle of
the Kohler vineyards upon which stood an abandoned
winery, a broken-down ranch-house, and some barns. He
put stonemasons and carpenters to work adding a com-
fortable dining-room with a huge fireplace, and a broad
lounging verandah, then enlarged the kitchen and renewed
the bedrooms and sleeping porches. One of the bedrooms he
converted into a workshop, lining the walls with shelves for
his books and papers and cardboard reference boxes. His
small, screened sleeping porch overlooked a secluded tropical
garden in front of the house, the rear lounging verandah
overlooked a spacious yard and huge barn, part of which he
turned into nine comfortable guest-rooms for his friends.
Nakata became general manager, employing two more
Japanese to cook and keep the house clean.

The Ranch House was a success from the beginning; it
was informal and people could have fun in it. When living